
COVID-19 Protocols
BOARD APPROVED UPDATES -- 08/19/2021, Effective: Monday, August 23, 2021

General Prevention Protocols

The following are necessary to prevent the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19) and ensure in-person learning:

● As of Monday, August 23, 2021, Masks are required for all students, staff, and visitors while indoors and on all school

buses. Per Governor Lee's August 16, 2021, Executive Order 84, parents wishing to opt their students out of the mask

requirement may do so by completing the opt-out form and submitting to their student's school.  The opt-out form will be

available on their school’s website. Students who are 18 and older are also able to opt out of the requirement.

● Masks are to be worn consistently and correctly. Masks will be provided when requested.

● Hand hygiene; Wash hands often with soap, warm water, and disposable paper towels.

● Social distance when possible.

● Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth.

● Stay home when you are sick.

● All employees and students will self-screen prior to coming to school. Symptoms to look for: new cough, difficulty breathing,

loss of taste/smell, fever > 100.4℉, chills. congestion/runny nose, nausea/vomiting, diarrhea, muscle pain and fatigue.

● Respiratory etiquette.

● Increased ventilation.

● Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces using a regular household cleaning

spray or wipe.

Protocols for School Personnel

School personnel evaluating and in contact with students with symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) in schools should take the

following precautions:

● Wear appropriate gloves and mask when it is reasonably anticipated that there may be hand contact

with droplets and when handling or touching contaminated items or surfaces.

● Wash hands immediately or as soon as feasible after removing gloves.

● Never wash or decontaminate disposable gloves for reuse.

● Wear appropriate face and eye protection when splashes, sprays, spatters, or droplets pose a

hazard to the eye, nose, or mouth.

● Quarantine/Exclude students with symptoms until a parent arrives for early dismissal. Designate a

quarantine area with limited foot traffic and away from other students.

● Stress importance of staff and students to stay home if they are sick or have been caring for

someone that is sick.

● Staff will use sick time when excluded.

● Encourage staff to promote social distance by not overcrowding meeting spaces such as conference rooms and vestibules.

● Establish a system of communication with parents for updates and reminders.

● Establish point of contact with your local health department and coordinate on reporting procedures and trends in

absenteeism (including staff and school bus drivers).

● Develop cross-training of essential personnel for continuity of operations.

● Encourage online communication rather than in-person parent and staff meetings when possible.
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● Keep a record of students with symptoms and their movements (i.e. whether they rode the bus to school, attend

before/after school programs) and be prepared to provide this information to the health department.

School-Specific Protocols

In addition to standard disease prevention procedures, the following are required to prevent the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19) in

schools:

● Alcohol-based hand sanitizer and sanitizing wipes will be available.

● Maintain accurate seating charts at all times.

● Area rugs, upholstered pillows, stuffed animals and similar items are strongly discouraged due to their potential to spread

infection.  Use of any such items will require a posted plan and log of routine sanitization procedures.

● Close water fountains. Water bottle refill stations will be utilized.

● Consider alternatives to physical education instead of contact sports and activities.

● Avoid the use of shared play spaces, such as sandboxes and ball pits.

● Prioritize cleanliness and discourage sharing of equipment during activities such as Physical Education, Band, etc.

● Disinfect playground and gym equipment often.

● Teach good hand-washing practices and implement them frequently.

● Disinfect student desks, doorknobs, and other frequently touched and shared classroom items (i.e.

staplers, pencil sharpeners) each day.

● Students will not share materials or technology unless items are sanitized between uses.

● Desks should be arranged in a way that all students face one direction.

● Flow of traffic should be in one direction. If not possible, the hall should be divided.

● When possible, encourage online assignment submissions instead of paper.

● Provide reminders in daily announcements about preventing the spread of germs and illnesses.

● Encourage children not to share personal items.

● Any shared food brought to school will need to be store bought and individually wrapped. (ie:  birthday parties)

● Field trips will require approval and kept to a minimum.

● Assemblies will be kept to a minimum. Class and cohorts will sit together.

● Volunteers and visitors will be kept to a minimum.

● Food services will serve children.

● TSSAA recommendations will be followed for sporting events.

All individuals in a K-12 setting that are not positive for COVID-19 may avoid exclusion  if:

● Covid -19 diagnosis with 90 days of exposure, or

● Fully vaccinated and no symptoms of Covid-19 or

● If both the individual with a positive COVID-19 case and the close contact have a mask on.
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